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1. INDIAN CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 


Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 


Paragraph-1 > 
I believe that the civilization India has evolved is not to be beaten e world. 


Nothing can equal the seeds sown by our ancestors. Rome w reece shared 
the same fate the might of the Pharaohs was broken, fafan has become 


westernized of China nothing can be said but India is st mehow or other, 






ir lessons from the 


sound at the foundation. The people of Europe le 
writings of the men of Greece or Rome, which nied 
glory. In trying to learn from them, the Europe gine that they will avoid 
the mistakes of Greece and Rome. Such is nee condition. Ñ ara g f& 
and 4 Aafa aes a star A sate set fear ar qisi eR Sa TE ast & RTR 

He A Ae et Aha e. UA ghar a (Ae ma, lel SS; A $ aA Se TU; STU 
aAA aan star aa Tan; da ar ee sft zat , Alha AIR SUT Ht, faat a feat axe 
saat ate Ue SAT SST S| Berg & eT ta Oe A Gah Ga. Gl ste ara va nfm 
A tise sat g, sre Shae A aire Ñ, a3 fee a te sie aa A vet A a aT. 

Ver sacl sata AR E | 

Paragraph-2 D 

In the midst of all this India Femains immovable and that is her glory. It is a 
charge against India thatthebpeople are so uncivilized, ignorant and stolid, that 


it is not possible to i them to adopt any changes. It is a charge really 


onger in their former 






















against our meri at we have tested and found true on the anvil of 
experience we see change. Many thrust their advice upon India, and she 
remains stea is her beauty: it is the sheet anchor of our hope. $4 8a & sta 
UR SI sah) ASAT g, US UR & fae sete g fee Sach eT Sat AAA, 
Saat SH » fe See fora ot Rada at staat & AN ARa Gea ae Ae g. area A 
Xg faam ada è RA GAA aà SAME A Pres UE UT R Tel n. SA agad 
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ch Tee A He PEN A WA Ue aad aae AA Ue SA A LS | aA GAR! Yar E. Tel CAR 
Sag ch HST STAR g 


Paragraph-3 % 


Civilization is that mode of conduct which points out to man ~~ duty. 
Performance of duty and observance of morality are conver pe erms. To 
observe morality is to attain mastery over our mind and our pastions. So doing, 







we know ourselves. The Gujarati equivalent for civilization means ‘good 
conduct". Sd ag SALT È S SS Hl HAST SI VY ere S| uasta atte fda 
ol a Radda faa È. AAA a Ue Hea SA AA BIR Ta UR CaM WIT RAT 
@| Ul es A, GA Ge Hl Sad E RTA AÀ GT ST aT aaor" 


Paragraph-4 & 
Ki, writers have shown, has 


it should be. afẹ ag uR Get 
aik a ta A straxaed at sik a 












If this definition be correct, then India, as s 


nothing to learn from anybody else, and thifi 
@ ol ma, Shar A Sat A caret A Te aa 
dar at e Siar eT RY ww 
Paragraph-5 © 


We notice that the mind is a restl 


they become. Our ancestors, =. set a limit to our indulgences. - They saw 
that happiness was largely d{nfenital condition. gH oad € fe Fa Ue daa Vall g; faa 
ses Fan è sr sr Tg Sik aa A orige tem g I fact AfA Sa ata aT 
A faa AÀ san A A Bete ate BAe att A eek i- faera A ow ae Plea A 
g Iga gen fe Gah am Um aAa AR E | 

Paragraph-6 


A man is ropni happy because he is rich, or unhappy because he is 
O 





the more it gets the more it wants, and 






still remains unsatisfied, The e indulge our passions the more unbridled 












poor. Ther ften seen to be unhappy, the poor to be happy. Millions will 
always r poor. Observing all this, our ancestors dissuaded us from 
luxuri pleasures, We have managed with the same kind of plough as 
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we had in former times and our indigenous education remains the same as 


his 


before. We have had no system of life-corroding competition. Each foll 

















own occupation or trade and charged a regulation wage. It was not t did 
not know how to invent machinery, but our forefathers knew thatgi set our 
hearts after such things, we would become slaves and lose our m re. They, 
therefore, after due deliberation decided that we should only at we could 


ealth consisted 


aa 2 ait At tt anit 


with our hands and feet. They saw that our real happiness 
in a proper use of our hands and feet. 4 wet ae fo Ue 
Ca Gal ¢ Tt St a AE g, HS a GaN TN |S SH SR aah mia Tat | ARG SAM 
TRIS Lei, AS TI GAH, SAR Yaoi 4 eA facnlaa six srg | Saket Act À GH Sat aN 
ch Gel Hh AY HI HE Th e TH Sel TAT S | GA Sal Ake Hl Gea (MaA) A RRR S TH SAM 
Ua Tet SATA S Ut | SH SANT Taran Rian Tect Ht Ord Staa- ag afaa eat 
alg Woe Tel g. FS aa- a- À Ue RaRa mogi Ad g, Ua ae 
ar fè SA ARM Sl SPAS Get SHI adt Te ga Yat St Ua Ut feos SVT GA 
Vat diet A sro feet amid g, ct ea Sa Ao SMG SH STAT Aika Gl SI, d SAA, 
are: fave Se ara ae Riche fe gÀ PAAA RTA A anit che At aa tex 
ach, Seal Gal fee SAR aretha GET GAR Sal Se Ut H Saat Sua a | 

Paragraph-7 









They further reasoned that ge were a snare and a useless encumbrance 
and that people would not Ve appy in them, that there would be gangs of 
thieves and robbers, prostitution and vice flourishing in them and that poor 
men would be robbe ich men. They were, therefore, satisfied with small 
villages. Sef am a cht FS E WANA HI UH SA e a SHR A UH sey E NR 
fie A rT EAI , fee at sie ge ar file eT, Aag sie gagat st H PA- 
ent Six Teta SAR SRI el SGT | ZAAL aA Sie A Tat A Gay A | 

Paragraph- 










They sa ings and their swords were inferior to the sword of ethics, and 
they, t 


the Li . A nation with a constitution like this is fitter to teach others than to 


re, held the sovereigns of the earth to be inferior to the Rishis and 
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learn from others. This nation had courts, lawyers and doctors, but they were 

all within bounds. Everybody knew that these professions were not PA til 

& ere 
l 


y fair. 


























superior moreover, these vakils and vaids did not rob people 
considered people's dependants, not their masters. Justice was 
The ordinary rule was to avoid courts. There were no touts to | eople into 
them. This evil, too, was noticeable only in and around capitals- he common 
upation. They 
ht aaan h SVT 


Hat | Um Vat wets 


people lived independently and followed their agricultur 
enjoyed true Home Rule. sf Ga f& onrat Sik Sach 
IPR g, Si Say, Sel sect & Tosa at BA site 
Saas St Gat S Gk & Sora Heart A ayy VN, TA aA adta Sik eaer À, Afa 
a aut dar & wat A St Gls aaa ot fè 4 aaa a Ay adel A; SAH Sevag 
dale Six sire anit at Ged tet A A antl A ants A, a fe Sach Cat ITT 
FASS UT | AMT AH stared à Fa & few ar | al AM & few als aT a at 
Fé Wes Ut, AG sata Sik Sah a- E ot | SA ANT Cada ST À Yad Si 
Sta aie aaa fer ced, at ae ct arth aig frat Hed A 

Paragraph-9 

The Indian civilization, as describ e, has been so described by its votaries. 
In no part of the world, an r no civilization, have all men attained 
perfection. The tendency of ian civilization is to elevate the moral being 
that of the Western civilizatiomis to propagate immorality. The latter is godless, 
the former is based on jef in God. So understanding and so believing, it 
behooves every lover ia to cling to the old Indian civilization even as a 
child clings to the mother s breast. UR Bra, star fe At ere aftra g, sah HER 
(qufaac) rer wt Saheee attra fever war Si fran & frat of RA a, Sik alg At ara Ñ, 
cel & GH civ ahs cap ured aA ae ured E Meda Bea al waka AAE KK SH IST e a St 


fA ae Hl WAR-WaR HC S, Te Aen Sates g, YA ale Sue A fara 








pa 


TA Ale Chased el GHA clas SI aga et AE Hed NT Ge Ud À A He a SH 
ia (ae at) e A AR A PA PAT S Ua fu Ge SA TET St AT Bre a 
Paragraph-10 
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I am no hater of the West. | am thankful to the West for many a thing | have 
learnt from Western Literature. But I am thankful to modern ae 
teaching me that if I want India to rise to its fullest height, I miste 


countrymen frankly that, after years and years of experienc odern 


pè ihun it all 
HS Aa, fea 





for 


| 








civilization, I have learnt one lesson from it and that is that we 
cost. À gSA ar fam ae g A AAT ar srs g Ht Sach ails 
F arya GIA Sl ST g À a & AN fee sare A et St aed g a, 
Hel aaga sat graf A aH ae Ue he Ga AMS fe, sry p ai Ba h 
arg, ÅA gud qer wap ata afk c À È f ai aè Pat oh ALR A RT 
Paragraph-11 “> 

What is modern civilization? It is worship of Lor it is the worship of 


the brute in us, it is unadulterated com aterialism, and modern 









civilization is nothing if it does not think at 
civilization. YM WA FA E? Te TaN 
g, Fe Via: Aiea g. sik sna maa 
UR oe A et Gra S| 
Paragraph-12 

It is perhaps unnecessary, if no useless to weigh compare the merits of the two 
civilizations. It is likely ata 
climate and surroundings Cð similarly, we have a civilization suited to our 
conditions, and both ar in their own respective spheres. ag Wag Aaah 
2, SU aA dt der È, att Gh Ut cht eral eal | Fe Veta Star g fe asa A UH Uh 
waa fiafta A è aise sea sik Rae $ agga è, sik da at Te, ard wT? 


Paragraph-13 Ky 


The ising ihs characteristic of modern civilization is an indefinite 


ep of the triumph of material 
@, US GAR Sat Hh Maa sl UST 
3 SUR ae Milde Grae ct stat & R 


est has evolved a civilization suited to its 












multiplic uman wants. The characteristic of ancient civilization is an 
striction upon and a strict regulating of these wants. The modern 


insatiableness arises really from want of a living faith in a future 
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state and therefore also in Divinity. The restraint of ancient or Eastern 






TSA S| ea BIA cht farsa Sa aAa Ue UH afad naa g si 
ayaa a usa seas cat scar area À Sa Waa sua etc e Ta 
Ted A Aa da ce Ht At area St (Slew Bie eee Slat Al cera | 
afr ot), sists a ae aera a dea Ue ga À sora aha, sar Sts ae EG aA 
Uke cht faa A cia He tal È 
Paragraph-14 

Some of the immediate and brilliant results of An inventions are too 


at the victory of man lies 





maddening to resist. But I have no manner of do 







y the permanent good for 
SiR Mae URUTA stays Gx A 
F214 SK ea a Ag oa R 


in that resistance. We are in danger of barteri 
a momentary pleasure. nyis sfavart & 
TT AT R. Afera YA ae Ae Tel e fee aar 
Bg MY HA HI GAH Jar e EÈ 


Paragraph-15 oO 


nderful discoveries in things material, 






Just as in the West they have m 


similarly Hinduism has made Silly more marvelous discoveries in things of 
religion, of the spirit, of the sou ae AAT 4 sigue Tee cat lst Ht e Sle sat 


Wer og TH A FA, MEME FABIA d da N aga A stad fats Wed at R | 
Paragraph-16 







But we have no eye fo e great and fine discoveries. We are dazzled by the 


material progress t estern science has made. I am not enamoured. of that 





ost seems as though God in His wisdom had prevented 
sing along those lines, so that it might fulfill its special 

g the onrush of materialism. W gani AM Std SAF AN d aA R. 
RIRE ag a anf A 8, sad eit carta ax Rar 2 À sa wale a Afa 
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qg et A Ue fear. afè ae AA & ged Han on AAA Hed & aA ANI AA a UT 
et Gh | 
Paragraph-17 








After all, there is something in Hinduism that has kept it alive up ti 
witnessed the fall of Babylonian, Syrian, Persian and Egyptian ci 
a look round you. Where are Rome and Greece? Can you fi 


the Italy of Gibbon, or rather the ancient Rome, for Rom 
























AAAS H UA Hl Gat FAT | SG Tet SX Uh A STett ( 
SG Sst rest & geci A Urals TH Sl Sect A Sst Hear AT 


Paragraph-18 

Go to Greece. Where is the world-famous Ge Srilization? Then come to 
en look round you and you 
ient India still living. wa omy fay 
STM Sor h ga, He SU STS-TTS 


India, go through the most ancient record 
would be constrained to say, 'Yes, I see he 
Wag Ue Baa Het g? fhe Hea A ay 
SUT, ST faa el SITET hee A A "aI" GA 
Paragraph-19 

True, there are dung-heaps, t re and there, but there are rich treasures 
buried under them. And th 
Hinduism set before it wa 


àX aa è, Mae Hr oe Mt Det 
Ta safety Ta cht fega A 


Paragraph-20 


ason why it has survived is that the end which 
evelopment along material but spiritual lines. 
Aam. cifeha Sach Slat aha A Gad J 1 sik Aes sia daw 
fagia Aea tet ate neni Tar UT 


Our civilization lture, our Swaraj depend not on multiplying our wants- 


self-indulgen Ke, 


on restricting our wants-self-denial. Gant aad, Zant Geld, 
SARI CART -A afg 0 et aie Saar-HiT al fact Het ux AA es e 
Paragra 


ilization is no doubt suited for the Europeans but it will mean ruin 


Europ 
for git endeavor to copy it. This is not to say that we may not adopt and 
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assimilate whatever may be good and capable of assimilation by us as it does not 
also mean that even the Europeans will not have to part with what vil 
might have crept into it. atta wan ale ade ael g fe aatat & few o> di 
Uke A AL faa SPT, SU SA Sa Ashel Hes HI WAS Hed g | TS Hed al 
g fè GA a Atel ATTA SI Tara ical HS SAM & fey ar at sik . 3k 


Soc Adee À Ut set ch Gl He gues AAT A wavs et R SaaT 
Paragraph-22 




















oT 





erm 


The incessant search for material comforts and their m cation is such an 


evil, and I make bold to say that the Europeans thems ill have to remodel 
their outlook, if they are not to perish under the wei the comforts to which 
they are becoming slaves, It may be that my rea s wrong, but I know that 
for India to run after the Golden Fleece is to c rtain death. Let us engrave 
on our hearts the motto of a Western Phi her, ‘plain living and high 
thinking’. Today it is certain that the mil cannot have high living and we 
the few who profess to do the thinkin@sfor the masses run the risk, in a vain 


search after high living, of missin 


ait gait ema ofS us teh qué 2 ole Neated 1 Rare ax ah 8 A, aa at a 
afta at fire & Gar en Qi. FAA are aét Sar ares Ras BET 


FACS Gl Sl Ghd e Al Seas HA AIGA @ Ud & fey Mesa Gee & Utes ATTA 
een eae ere @, ora BA GHG Feet oe Hee UF rete d agit Borge ee, "Te 
Sa he soa ar ifa area FA Fe À s te et re ea G, 
aiken À ht ag sere & ERA ar eat sore @, ser een wera TA arg oe BRA 
AA A, 
Paragraph-23 = 


Civilization, i eal sense of the term, consists not in the multiplication but 










in the Ra and voluntary restriction of wants, This alone increases and 
promote ntment, real happiness and capacity for service. Wa, Ade Ñ 

aè AfD À Texel U MTA CI Sl AA R. BS Shel Gay, aad Ga 
"U 


P ASIA Sa R | 
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Paragraph-24 
A certain degree of physical harmony and comfort is necessary, but ea 


al of 


to be a 


certain level it becomes a hindrance instead of a help. Therefore t 

creating an unlimited number of wants and satisfying them seems 
delusion and a snare. The satisfaction of one’s physical uje even the 
intellectual need of one’s narrow self, must meet at a certain point a dead stop, 


before it degenerates into physical and intellectual voluptudtstiess. A man must 










arrange his physical and cultural circumstances so that d hinder him in his 
service of humanity on which all his energies should entrated. P3 g4 Ih 
unite Geld Sik SIRT aA R, ie aan | gau 
se te a rr aw sh ego i et A agf 
Unite aar maA srecat Ht oft us Afda fag a @ al ¢ Fel | Saat Vedi fè ag 
(Sia) AAs six Age aA Ñ met arg al aud write six apii 
RANT cht aaen cee Catt aR. ale À area a È fea oe Saat Ut oll 
Q 







higa Slat afe | 


CF 
o 
Q 
A, 
> 
Qe 
Ky 
wa 
S 
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